
The Pediatric Brain 
Tumor Foundation 

(PBTF) has a mandate 
to encourage the 
researchers it funds to 
share their ® ndings with 
each other, and face-to-
face meetings are one 
of the best ways to 
build relationships. 
 Earlier this fall we 
held two medical 
meetings in Asheville, 
N.C. Researchers from 
our three PBTF Institutes 
gathered for their third 
annual meeting on Oct. 1.
 The following day, 
85 of the world's 
most promising brain 
tumor researchers gathered for the ® rst-ever Pediatric Neuro-Oncology Basic and 
Translational Research Conference.

PBTF hosts two major meetings
to share research ® ndings

Family Support & Research Edition Fall 2009 · Volume 6, No. 3

Researchers from the PBTF's Institute program held their third annual meeting in 
Asheville in October.

Institute sessions review research status

More than 40 scientists from Duke University, the University of California San 
Francisco and the Hospital for Sick Children met for the third time in as many 

years on Oct. 1. 
 Led by esteemed PBTFI directors Dr. Darell Bigner, Dr. Mitch Berger and Dr. James Rutka, the meeting 
gave participants the opportunity to hear directly from and question each other in a private, collegial 
setting.
 Presentation topics included:
 ·  Identi® cation of antigens on pediatric xenografts for brain tumor therapy (Duke)
 ·  Telomere maintenance in pediatric neuronal tumors (SickKids)
 ·  Development of a human brainstem glioma xenograft panel for therapeutic testing (UCSF)

(continued on page 5)
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About Us
The Pediatric Brain Tumor 

Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 
nonpro® t organization that 
seeks to ® nd the cause and 

cure of childhood brain 
tumors. We fund medical 
research, increase public 

awareness of the disease, 
promote early detection 
and treatment, and offer 

family support programs. 

Federal employees may 
make donations to the 

PBTF using CFC #10190. 
Charity Navigator, the 

leading guide to charitable 
giving, has awarded the 

PBTF its highest possible 
rating of four stars.

#10190
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Remembering Mike Traynor 
and his passions

A s I sit to write this column the image of Mike Traynor ® lls my mind. 
 Mike was a passionate, charismatic man. He was the ultimate 

salesman, especially about things in which he believed. He never met a 
stranger and was extremely loyal to his friends.
 When Mike chose to champion the cause of curing pediatric brain tumors, 
he was perfect for the job. His compassionate nature drew him to these 
children who were struggling against tremendous odds to survive and live 
their lives in spite of the havoc visited upon them by the disease. 
 Mike was the ® rst to tell you that his heroes were 4-foot-tall, little bald-
headed boys and girls. He used his charismatic personality and salesmanship 
to deliver the message about the ravages of pediatric brain tumors and the 
need for research funding to stop this disease.
 He was equally passionate about motorcycles, and believed that his fellow 
motorcyclists were passionate and compassionate people as well. Mike led 
tens of thousands of riders to help children and their families. 
 Honda and its motorcycles were another of Mike's passions. In the 
early days of the Ride for Kids! program, he sought out their sponsorship 
because he believed it would make a difference. He was not wrong, 
and he never missed a chance to give credit to the American Honda 
Motor Company for its tremendous contribution to the success of the 
Ride for Kids!. 
 Mike was a man of action who was certain that the way to stop this 
disease was by supporting research. When we ® rst began to fund research 
for pediatric brain tumors, there were precious few institutions to support. 
It soon became clear that we needed to sell the cause of childhood 
brain tumors to the research community as well. We knew that if we kept 
supporting their research we could begin to change the course of their work.
 Today, 26 years after the ® rst Ride for Kids! event, we now fund the 
largest number of pediatric brain tumor researchers in the world. More 
than 30 of them joined us in October for our third Pediatric Brain Tumor 
Foundation Institute research meeting. That meeting was immediately 
followed by the inaugural Pediatric Neuro-Oncology Basic and Translational 
Research Conference, attended by 85 scientists from around the world. Both 
meetings focused on discovering the causes of pediatric brain tumors as well 
as turning those discoveries into new treatments. 
 Mike was so proud of PBTF's creation of these meetings. Even though he 
was not physically present, his spirit ® lled the rooms. I felt him smiling down 
on each of those researchers who were working to save the children.
 In one of his last emails to Ride for Kids! volunteers, Mike said, ªI 
have come to realize that the children do not need me so much anymore 
because they now have all of you.º 
 We will never forget the leadership and charisma of Mike Traynor. Nor will 
we forget children with brain tumors and their families, or the researchers 
and their work. The Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation! and the Ride for 
Kids! will continue, made stronger because of your devotion. 
 God bless you for your continued support of the kids. 

Dianne Traynor
President and Chairman of the Board
Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation
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The Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation and its Ride for Kids! 
program will be featured on Honda's Rose Parade  ̄oat, ªShip 

of Dreams,º during the 121th Rose Parade on Friday, Jan. 1, 2010, 
at 8 a.m. PST. 
 The Honda  ̄oat is a three-masted sailing ship captained by 
a model of the company's ASIMO humanoid robot and featuring 
seven of Honda's philanthropic partners that help improve the 
lives of children. 
 Representatives from each of the organizations will be 
riding on the  ̄oat when it sets sail in front of millions of viewers 
watching from around the world. The PBTF's  ̄oat rider is Trent, a 
16-year-old brain tumor survivor from Simi Valley, Calif.
 ªAs one of the longest-running sponsors of the Tournament 
of Roses, every year we try to do something extra special with 
our  ̄oat entry and this year is no exception. We're thrilled this year to shine a light on some of our long-time 
community partners that help ful® ll the dreams and needs of children,º said Stephan Morikawa of American 
Honda Corporate Community Relations. 
 Honda has featured the  ̄oat and the PBTF on the website corporate.honda.com/ShipofDreams . 
The parade will be broadcast on ABC, Hallmark Channel, HGTV, KTLA (Tribune), NBC, RFD-TV, Travel Channel 
and Univision. It will also be seen in more than 200 international territories and countries.

Mike Traynor, 1939-2009
M ike Traynor, president of 

the Pediatric Brain Tumor 
Foundation (PBTF) and co-founder 
of the Ride for Kids!, passed away 
Sept. 12, 2009, after a brief illness. 
He was 70.
 Mike and Dianne Traynor 
founded Ride for Kids! in 1984 
with a mission to ® nd the cause 
of and cure for childhood brain 
tumors. Over the next 25 years, 
they recruited the support of 
tens of thousands motorcyclists, 
volunteers, families, and the 
medical and research communities 
across the country. 
 Mike dedicated his life to 
helping children and their families 
devastated by the diagnosis of a brain tumor. In the 
early 1980s, while working as a newspaper executive 
and living in Atlanta, he was deeply touched by 
the suffering of a co-worker's child who had been 
stricken with a brain tumor. 
 He and Dianne decided to start the Ride for 
Kids!, and the inaugural event in 1984 brought 
together several hundred riders who raised $4,000. 
 By 1991 they had raised a million dollars and 
decided to start the PBTF. One year later, with 
corporate backing from American Honda Motor Co., 
the Traynors went to work full time, organizing Ride 
for Kids! events across the country. 

    Under the umbrella of the 
PBTF, the Ride for Kids! program 
grew to encompass 39 events a 
year (a total of well over 400 to 
date), each staffed by scores of 
dedicated local volunteers who 
were touched by Mike's heartfelt 
passion to help children stricken 
by one of the world's deadliest 
cancers.
    Under Mike's guidance, the 
PBTF raised more than $54 
million to fund research around 
the world. PBTF seed money 
also established the Central Brain 
Tumor Registry of the United 
States ± the nation's largest 
epidemiological database on 

brain tumors ± and the prestigious journal Neuro-
Oncology. 
 Included among these substantial investments 
are the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation Institutes 
at Duke University, the University of California, San 
Francisco, and Canada's Hospital for Sick Children. 
 ªMike Traynor's foresight and perseverance 
are the reasons why we are seeing increased 
survival rates and improved treatment options for 
children,º said Dr. Darell D. Bigner, director of the 
PBTFI at Duke. ªHe was the walking de® nition of a 
humanitarian.º

Mike Traynor, 1939-2009

Brain tumor survivor Trent (center) and other 
 ̄oat riders admire a model of Honda's Ship 
of Dreams.

Honda's Rose Parade  ̄oat to feature PBTF
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The Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation's board of directors 
unanimously elected Dianne Traynor president and 

chairman of the board in October 2009. The appointment 
follows the death of former PBTF President Mike Traynor.
 The Traynors co-founded the Ride for Kids! motorcycle 
charity in 1984, and created the PBTF in 1991. Dianne most 
recently served as the PBTF's director of research funding 
and advocacy. Previous roles included treasurer and chief 
® nancial of® cer. 
 Dianne said that she plans to continue to build on the 
work that she and Mike started over 25 years ago. 
 ªI am honored to be elected to keep the mission of the 
PBTF robustly moving forward by growing our research 
funding programs and supporting multi-institutional 
collaborative research efforts,º she said. ªWe are increasing 
our outreach programs to patient families as well. All of this 
will be accomplished with the support of the thousands of 
volunteers, our corporate sponsors and the outstanding staff 
of the foundation.º
 In addition to her PBTF experience, Dianne's early work in 
education and public and nonpro® t accounting have uniquely 
prepared her to lead the nation's largest non-governmental 
source of childhood brain tumor research funding.
 The PBTF's research funding program is international in its funding scope, having supported more than 
50 institutions nationwide and abroad. Its Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation Institutes at Duke University, 
the University of California, San Francisco and the Hospital for Sick Children in Canada bring together 
leading pediatric and adult brain tumor researchers to work collaboratively to search for novel, less 
invasive treatments for this disease.
 Under Dianne's leadership, the PBTF established a national Scienti® c Advisory Board and has grown to 
support basic, translational and clinical research, a family support program, and advocacy efforts on behalf 
of children with brain tumors. 

     Her advocacy experience includes 
serving as a patient advocate for the National 
Cancer Institute (NCI) and as an advisor 
and reviewer of NCI-funded research 
programs, including the Patient Advocate 
Research Team for the NCI Brain Tumor 
SPORE program and the CARRA (Consumer 
Advocates in Research and Related 
Activities).
     She has also served as a patient 
advocate representative to the National 
Institute for Neurological Disease and Stroke 
(NINDS) and the Department of Defense's 
Congressionally Directed Research Program. 
     At the Alliance for Childhood Cancer, 
an advocacy organization made up 
of nonpro® ts as well as medical and 
psychosocial professional organizations who 
have a focus on childhood cancer, Dianne 
was the ® rst co-chair of the organization, 
representing the nonpro® t membership. 

PBTF board elects Dianne Traynor 
president, chairman of board

The PBTF Board of Directors has elected 
Dianne Traynor as the foundation's new 
president and chairman of the board.

Dianne and Mike Traynor with Michelle Higa, the ® rst PBTF 
scholarship recipient to graduate from college.
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Inaugural PNO meeting features many voices
(continued from page 1)

The PBTF has a long history of supporting 
prestigious scienti® c meetings, including 

those of the Society for Neuro-Oncology (SNO), 
the International Symposium on Pediatric Neuro-
Oncology, and the International Conference on 
Brain Tumor Research and Therapy.
 However, the PBTF saw an opportunity for a 
meeting dedicated to laboratory research with the 
potential for practical applications. This idea came 
to fruition in October when 85 leading researchers 
came to Asheville for the inaugural Pediatric 
Neuro-Oncology Basic and Translational Research 
Conference, co-sponsored by SNO. 
 ªThe topics covered re  ̄ected on the recent 
advances in the understanding of the genetic basis 
for cancer and the efforts being made to translate 
what has been learned in basic research to the 
clinical environment,º said Dr. Phil Frost, the PBTF's 
senior scienti® c advisor. 
 ªThirty of the presentations focused on new 
approaches to treatment, including immunologic, 
targeted and advanced chemotherapeutic and 
radiation therapies. This meeting demonstrated 

Attendees enjoy conference format, content

Participating researchers gave the Pediatric Neuro-Oncology Basic and Translational Research 
Conference rave reviews. Here are a few of their comments:

ªThe meeting was wonderful for me because 1) it assembled many of the experts in the ® eld of 
pediatric brain tumors and 2) the format enabled everyone to present their latest unpublished 
data. Few meetings are dedicated to only pediatric brain cancers and as a result, everyone spoke 
the same language and understood each other. I wish we had more time to brainstorm about the 
future of our ® eld of research.º

ÐMartine Roussel, Ph.D., Department of Tumor Cell Biology and Genetics,
St. Jude Children's Research Hospital

ªThe conference was a great success. The small group format encouraged the sharing of new data 
and open discussion. This kind of meeting is so important for fostering collaboration and advancing 
brain tumor research in a more communal fashion.º

ÐJoshua Rubin, M.D., Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Co-Director of Pediatric Neuro-Oncology, St. Louis 
Children's Hospital, Washington University School of Medicine

ªThe PBTF meeting was fantastic, for me it was an excellent opportunity to interact with leaders in 
Pediatric Brain Tumor Research. It stimulated new collaborations that would have never happened 
without bringing together like-minded researchers.º

ÐSandra Dunn, Ph.D., Laboratory for Oncogenomic Research, University of British Columbia

Scientists Richard Gilbertson (left) and Uri Tabori discuss 
a presentation during the conference.

that, with PBTF encouragement, scientists are 
keenly aware of the need for new treatments and 
are committed to applying their efforts to moving 
from the bench to the clinic.º
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Congratulations to this year's 
scholarship recipients 
Since 2002, the PBTF has awarded 633 college 

scholarships for brain tumor survivors, and the 
children and siblings of brain tumor patients. And for 
the 2009-10 year, we gave a record $264,000 to 
help make the dream of attending college a reality.
 This year's recipients and their schools are listed 
on the following pages, along with excerpts from 
some of their application essays.
 The scholarship program is made possible in part 
through Cycle World Joseph C. Parkhurst Education 
Fund Silent Auction, held in conjunction with the 
annual Dealernews International Powersports Dealer 
Expo, and the Tim and Tom Gullikson Family Support 
Fund at the PBTF.
 Scholarship applications for the 2010-11 
academic year are now available. For more 
information, contact familysupport@pbtfus.org  or 
call 800-253-6530.

Dr. Susannah Copeland of the Duke 
Fertility Center will present the 

next Informed Parent and Survivor 
Internet Conference.

2009-10 PBTF College Scholarship Recipients

 Amanda A. University of Missouri, Columbia  
 Ashley A. Midsouth Community College
 Matthew A. Pensacola Christian College 
 Meredith A. Indiana University 
 Robert A.  University of Missouri Science & 

Technology
 Steven A. University of South Florida 
 Vincent A. St. Mary's University 
 Abbie B. North Carolina State University
 Adam B. Upper Iowa University 
 Ali B.  University of Southern Mississippi
 Andrew B. Onondaga Community College  
 Brandon B. University of Illinois 
 Christopher B. Georgia Tech 
 Crystal B. Tidewater Community College
 David B.  University of Wisconsin, Superior
 Dylan B. University of California, Berkeley  
 Emily B. Oakland Community College 
 Eric B. Xavier University 
 Geoffrey B. Stonybrook University 
 Jens B. Seattle Paci® c University 
 Kathryn B. Western Washington University  
 Kayla B. Suffolk University 
 Kelcie B. Pierpont Community College 
 Kelsey B. Northern Illinois University 

 Kylie B. College of Lake County 
 Leah B. Rockhurst University 
 Mariah B.  California State University Sacramento
 Meagan B. Arkansas State University 
 Patricia B. University of Northern Colorado  
 Ruth B. Eastern Michigan University 
 Alexander C.  Benedictine University at Spring® eld
 Alissa C.  State University of New York at 

Fredonia
 Benjamin C. Maine Maritime Academy 
 Chelsie C. University of Idaho 
 Holli C. Utah State University 
 Jamie C. Lebanon Valley College 
 Katherine C. University of Cincinnati 
 Kevin C.  Western Connecticut State 

University
 Laura C. Millersville University 
 Lauren C. University of Georgia 
 Layne C. Purdue University 
 Matthew C. Carthage College 
 Nicholaus C. Longwood University 
 William C. University of New Hampshire  
 Amanda D. University of Maine at Augusta  

Erin H.
ªI feel the 
challenges in my 
life have shaped 
the person I have 
become and 
what I am most 
passionate about.º

 Despite being diagnosed with a brain tumor 
at age 9, Erin has found the silver lining in an 
otherwise very dark cloud.
 ªI never would have imagined I would meet 
and form friendships with some of the most 
amazing and inspiring people I will ever know,º 
she says. 
 And that launched Erin on one of the most 
signi® cant journeys of her life. She is now 
a familiar face on the fundraising circuit for 
pediatric cancer research. Volunteering as a 
motivational speaker for the last ® ve years, Erin 
has shared her message with audiences that 
include ACE Hardware and Costco.
 For the past four years, she has also served as 
a team captain for the American Cancer Society's 
Relay of Life, the largest youth relay in the country.  
 Erin is also fond of her special friends at the 
One Step at a Time Camp, a camp that allows 
children with cancer to `just be kids.'
 ªThey are my inspiration, and they give me the 
motivation and hope that one day every child 
will have a success story,º she says.
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 Christopher D.  St. Clair County Community College
 Daniel D. Oklahoma Baptist University 
 Dawn D. High Point University 
 Joshua D. University of North Texas 
 Maura D.  Richard Stockton College of 

New Jersey
 Meghan D. Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute  
 Michael D. Michigan Tech University 
 Michael D. Spring® eld College 
 Payton D. Purdue University 
 Zachary D.  State University of New York at 

Oneonta
 Jacob E. Virginia Tech 
 Hannah F.  University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh
 Matthew F. Indiana Wesleyan University 
 Samuel F. Oklahoma Baptist University 
 Seth F. Bob Jones University 
 Stephanie F. Northern Illinois University 
 Amanda G. St. John Fisher College 
 Annie G. Muhlenberg College 
 Jade G. Olivet Nazarene University 
 James G. University of Illinois 
 Jenna G.  University of Wisconsin, Whitewater
 Morgan G. Mount Ida College 
 Richard G. Wright State University 
 Samantha G. Texas A&M University 
 Scott G. Hanover College  
 Erin H. Georgia Southern University 
 Erin H. Western Michigan University 
 Evelyn H. University of Oregon 
 Jared H.  University of Wisconsin, Platteville
 Jessica H. Baker College 
 Jonathan H. Castleton State College 
 Katie H. Grand Valley State University 
 Keith H. University of Notre Dame 
 Krystle H. Midland College 
 LeighAnna H. Baylor University 
 Mariah H. Fresno Paci® c University 
 Matthew H.  Eastern New Mexico University, 

Roswell
 Megan H.  California State University, Sacramento
 Melanie H.  Waubonsee Community College
 Michael H. Sonoma State University 
 Danielle I.  University of South Carolina, Upstate
 Alexander J.  University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill
 Bayleigh J. University of Southern California  
 Chad J.  Richard Stockton College of 

New Jersey
 Seth J. Ball State University 
 William J. St. Francis University 
 Brian K. Brookdale Community College  
 Brian K.  University of California, Santa 

Barbara
 Gabriella K. Arizona State University 
 Hillary K.  Mid-Michigan Community College
 Jeffrey K. Georgetown University 
 Jennifer K.  California State University, 

Long Beach
 Jessica K.  California State University, 

Long Beach
 John K. University of North Florida 
 Katherine K. University of California, Berkeley  
 Samantha K. University of Nevada, Reno 
 Sara K. Lewis and Clark State College  
 Scott K.  Paradise Valley Community College
 Audrey L.  Southeastern Louisiana University
 Christina L. University of Tampa 

 Eli L. Southern Arkansas University 
 Eric L.  Schenectady County Community 

College
 Gary L. Bridgewater State College 
 Jennifer L. The College of William & Mary  
 Kadeem L. Mid-South Community College  
 Kati L. Colorado State University 
 Kevin L. John Brown University 
 Kimberly L. Utah State University 
 Nathan L.  University of North Carolina at 

Wilmington
 Patrick L. Bellarmine University 
 Shelby L. University of Notre Dame 
 Tim L.  University of Colorado at Colorado 

Springs
 Zhen L. The College of New Jersey 
 Alexander M.  University of Wisconsin, Sheboygan
 Ashley M. Portland Community College 
 Bradley M. Navarro College 
 Brandal M. Baylor University  
 Brittany M.  University of South Carolina, Beaufort
 Caitlin M.  Ohio State University ± Newark 

Campus

Michael H.
ªI feel compelled to 
support others who 
need encouragement 
and guidance in dif® cult 
circumstances.º

 Life often dictates a 
path for the future, and 
that was certainly true 
in Michael's case. 
Diagnosed with a brain tumor at the age of 10, 
the next seven years would be an arduous 
journey that included two brain surgeries, 
radiation, 35 MRls, and chemotherapy. Despite 
that, Michael maintained his positive attitude and 
his sense of humor, even naming his brain tumor 
ªTed.º
 Michael's activities re  ̄ect his sincere desire to 
lighten the burden others often feel.
 He mentored middle school students 
throughout all four years of high school, even 
designing a plan for one struggling student that 
would bolster the young man's self-esteem and 
encourage him to achieve his full potential. It was 
a ® tting entr"e to his goal of earning his master's 
degree in pediatric physical therapy. 
 ªI want to give back to children what has 
been given to me over the past seven years: 
encouragement, strength, support, comfort and 
con® dence, and to always persevere through 
life's challenges,º he explains. ªLooking into my 
future I am certain that my experiences will allow 
me to positively impact my future patients. I look 
forward to beginning this new chapter of my life.º
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 Conor M. Centre College 
 Daniel M. Kirkwood Community College 
 Daniel M.  Milwaukee Area Technical College
 Hannah M. University of Minnesota 
 John M. Rancho Santiago Canyon College
 Justyn M. Fairmont State University 
 Katelyn M. College of St. Rose 
 Katherine M. Vincennes University 
 Kenneth M. Dowling College 
 Laura M. Peace College 
 Mary M. St. Francis University 
 Michele M. Penn State  
 Nicholas M. Penn State 
 Paul M. Skidmore College 
 Scott M.  Rochester Institute of Technology
 Victoria M. Sam Houston State University  
 William M. Baylor University  
 Corey N. Daytona State College 
 Devin O. University of Nevada, Las Vegas  
 Jessica O. Oregon State University 
 Ryan O. Kent State University 
 Samuel O. Central Michigan University 
 Sarah O. Bridgewater State College 
 Seamus O. Cuyahoga Community College  
 Victoria O.  Southeastern Louisiana University
 Yi O. University of Houston  
 Amber P. Kent State University 
 Britnee P. Union University 
 Casey P. Illinois State University 
 Elizabeth P. Point Park University 
 Emily P. Central Michigan University 
 Erika P. Reinhardt College 
 Joseph P. Capital University 
 Laura P. Cabrini College 
 Mary P. Columbia College 
 Matthew P. Western Michigan University 
 Noelle P. Rhode Island College  
 Sarah P. University of California, Irvine 
 Zackary P. San Francisco State University  
 Arlene Q. St. Peter's College 
 Abigail R. University of Florida 
 Allyson R.  University of North Carolina at 

Charlotte
 Ashleigh R. University of New Mexico 
 Courtney R. Appalachian State University 
 Danielle R. Northeastern University 
 Emily R. Marymount Manhattan College  
 Hayden R. Florida Atlantic University 
 Jackson R. University of Tampa 
 Jacob R.  University of Colorado at 

Colorado Springs
 Jessica R. University of Florida 
 Nicholas R. Florida State College at Jacksonville
 Rachel R. Stanford University 
 Richard R. Embry-Riddle University 
 Scott R.  University of Wisconsin, Platteville
 Stephen R. San Jacinto College 
 Adam S. University of Baltimore 
 Allison S. Richard Bland College 
 Allyson S. Nazareth College 
 Alyssa S.  Edinboro University of Pennsylvania
 Andoni S.  Notre Dame de Namur University
 Benjamin S. San Francisco State University  
 Brandon S.  Waubonsee Community College
 Carissa S.  University of Wisconsin, River Falls
 Christa S. Southeastern University 
 Christopher S. Brevard Community College 

 Clair S. Northern Illinois University 
 Dana S. Greensboro College 
 Daniel S. Evangel University 
 Jamie S. University of Nevada, Reno 
 Jason S. Pratt Institute  
 Jonathon S. Bloomsburg University 
 Juliana S. Indiana University Southeast 
 Lindsey S.  Texas State University, San Marcos
 Matthew S.  University of Connecticut, 

Waterbury Campus
 Matthew S. Ohio Northern University 
 Peter S. Champlain College 
 Ryan S. Taylor University 
 Stuart S. University of Iowa 
 Timothy S. Moreau Seminary 
 Benjamin T. To be decided 
 Erik T. Boston College 
 Jazmin T. High Point University 
 Jillian T. Dowling College 
 Mara T. Muscatine Community College  
 Samuel T. University of Washington 
 Scott T. Boston College 
 Teresa T. University of Washington 
 Jason V. Drexel University 
 Katherine V. Susquehanna University 
 Taylor V.  Kalamazoo Valley Community College
 Aaron W. Washington State University 
 Abby W. Truman State University 
 Adria W.  Stephen F. Austin State University
 Amanda W. University of New Hampshire  
 Becca W. Clemson University 
 Bo W. University of Pennsylvania 
 Brittni W. Mitchell Community College 
 Eric W.  Rutgers University at New 

Brunswick
 Hannah W. North Greenville University 
 Jared W. Moravian College 
 Jessica W. Georgia College & State University
 Lauren W. University of Mary 
 Lucy W. University of Washington 
 Stephen W. Wright State University 
 Teressa W. Brigham Young University 
 Chantel Y.  University of Wisconsin, La Crosse
 Elizabeth Y. William Jewell College 
 Matt Y.  University of Tennessee at 

Chattanooga
 Zachary Michael Y. University of Arizona 
 James Z.  Southern Connecticut State 

University
 Kathryn Z.  Indiana University-Purdue University 

of Indianapolis
 Kevin Z. University of St. Thomas 
 Suzanne Z. Indiana University 
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Facebook group gives scholarship 
recipients a place to connect
The overwhelming success of the new PBTF 

Facebook page, which already has more than 
3,000 fans, has led to the creation of a group 
exclusively for PBTF scholarship recipients.
ªWhile professional support is important and 
useful, it cannot always offer that sense of a shared 
experience,º says Family Support Program Director 
Pat Korpik. 
 ªSites like Facebook have provided the framework 
to interact with those facing common issues in a 
convenient and timely way.º
 The invitation-only Facebook group allows young 
people with a history of a brain tumor who receive 
scholarships to connect and share their struggles and 
successes in a more private setting. 
 ªThese young adults are faced with new 
challenges and greater sense of independence 
from their families,º explains Korpik. ªOur goal in 
establishing this group is that they do not feel alone 
on this journey.º  

New Internet conference addresses onco-fertility

Finding Fertility:  Parenthood Options and 
Childhood Cancer is the latest addition to the PBTF 

Informed Parent and Survivor Internet Conference 
series. 
    The discussion, led by Susannah Copland, M.D., 
M.S., assistant professor in the division of reproductive 
endocrinology and fertility at Duke University Medical 
Center, addresses possible options before, during, and 
after treatment that can make parenthood a reality for 
brain tumor survivors.
    The research and clinical practice of onco-fertility 
offers hope to those who may be affected by 
chemotherapy and radiation treatments. 
    ªSome chemotherapies are known to affect fertility, 
some to have no effect and the effects of some are 
still unknown,º Dr. Copland explains. 

    ªOnce the cancer treatment has been determined by the oncologist, we need to look at the medical 
literature to see what fertility effects have been recorded, and to talk to the prescribing oncologist to 
see what he or she has seen from the selected chemotherapy in their practice,º she continues. ªThe 
next question to answer is `what are the possible fertility preservation options before, during and after 
treatment?'º
 Dr. Copland also presents various pre-treatment options for cancer patients that can preserve their 
ability to conceive later in life, such as sperm and embryo freezing, shielding of the ovary and uterus 
(during radiation) and ovarian transpositionÐthe surgical repositioning of the ovaries away from the 
radiation ® eld. She also points out that the majority of clinical studies of the children of cancer survivors 
show no increase in the incidence of miscarriage or birth defects. 
 The Internet conference can be heard in its entirety at pbtfus.org .

Dr. Susannah Copland presents the new Internet 
conference on onco-fertility.

 At present, there are 28 members of the PBTF 
scholarship recipient group. Plans are underway for 
a group for the parents of PBTF scholarship 
recipients.
 The open Facebook page can be viewed at 
facebook.com/pbtfus . To request an invitation to 
join the private scholarship recipient group, please 
e-mail familysupport@pbtfus.org .
 Scholarship applications are now being accepted 
for the 2010-2011 academic year, with applications 
available at pbtfus.org/survivors/education/
scholarships .
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Fantastic Fundraisers

Couple supports scholarship fund 
at all-star tennis tournament

Jenna's fatal brain tumor inspired the 
organizers of the SimplyWOW expos to 
help the PBTF.

Bud and Norinne Werner are at it again -- and that's a very good thing. For the past 14 years, the 
couple has manned a booth at the annual Western & Southern Financial Group Masters & Women's 

Open, which takes place each summer in Cincinnati. 
 They volunteer their time to raise funds in memory of their late friend, tennis great Tim Gullikson, 
whom they knew from his days at the Kettering Tennis Center in Kettering, Ohio. 
 This year's booth featured a raf  ̄e of autographed rackets from some of tennis' most notable players, 
including Pete Sampras, Roger Federer, and Venus and Serena 
Williams. Donated shirts, hats and posters were also available. 
 The event generated over $9,000 for the Tim & Tom 
Gullikson Family Support Fund at the PBTF. These funds 
are directed to college scholarships for students affected by 
brain tumors.

The PBTF is pleased to announce that it has been 
chosen as a charity recipient of funds generated by 

SimplyWOW expos. 
 These events seek to empower women in both their 
personal and professional lives. They are designed 
to energize, educate, honor and pamper women, 
encouraging them to excel in business while maintaining 
strong, loving relationships. 
 A key component of their mission is to make a 
difference in women's lives by giving back to the 
community. And when co-founder Jennifer Norman 
Corzine painfully watched her friend's daughter, Jenna, 
succumb to a brain tumor at age 16, she knew she wanted 
to do something. 
 ªI'm a `® xer,' but that approach doesn't work with a 
brain tumor,º Corzine says. ªIt is so very dif® cult to stand 
by and not be able to help¼to ® x, to make things better, 
something we as men and women, mothers and fathers 
wish we could do.º
 The opportunity to make a difference arose when her 
company began discussing which charities to sponsor. 
 ªThat is when I knew that I could ® nally help,º Corzine 
says. ªThe PBTF can help future Jennas win their battles. 
We were built on a foundation of giving, and we are giving 
back through the PBTF.º
 For more information about the expos, go to 
simplywowexpos.com . 

SimplyWOW expos partner with
PBTF to raise awareness, funds
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Legacy Giving Wall honors donors

Raising funds is easier than you think 
If you would like to help raise money for the PBTF but aren't sure exactly how, we've put together a few 
ideas to get you started.  

1.  Hold a fundraising event.  Do you have a special talent or a hobby you'd like to share? Why not 
organize a walk, run, golf tournament, chili cook-off, neighborhood garage sale, or any other fun, family-
friendly idea you might have? Then ask your friends, neighbors, family and co-workers to join you 
and raise money to ® ght children's brain tumors. Before you get started, you'll need to contact us for 
approval. Our fundraising application is available at pbtfus.org  or by calling 800-253-6530. 

2.  Ask for donations online.  A personal fundraising page on ® rstgiving.com is a great way to tell others 
who are excited about your efforts to ® ght childhood brain tumors. And, they make it easy for you to 
get started with a complete list of tips and how-tos. Personal fundraising pages on Firstgiving work. 
Since 2006, they have generated more than $1.2 million in donations to PBTF. Creating your page is 
easy and takes only a few minutes. Just go to ® rstgiving.com/pbtfus  and click on ªGet Started.º 

3.  Auction items on eBay.  Mission® sh, the of® cial charity auction provider for eBay, enables you to 
donate all or part of your eBay sales proceeds to the PBTF. When you list an auction item with eBay, 
you can indicate that you want to donate a portion of the sale to charity. Then all you have to do 
is choose PBTF's name from the Mission® sh pop-up screen. Register with Mission® sh, select the 
percentage of the sales price you wish to donate, and then complete the normal listing process on 
eBay. 

4.  Give at the of® ce.  Take advantage of your company's matching gift program and multiply your 
donation dollars% Companies that have this program will provide a full or partial match to your tax-
deductible contribution to the PBTF.

5.  Contribute through the Combined Federal Campaign.  Know any civil or military employees? They 
can contribute to the PBTF through the Combined Federal Campaign by selecting CFC #10190 during 
the enrollment period.

A s the newest component of the foundation's 
existing legacy giving program, the Greatest 

Return Society is designed to honor those 
individuals whose planned or ultimate gifts provide 
for the future of research that will ® nd the cause 
and cure for pediatric brain cancer. 
 To preserve the legacy of these donations, 
member names will be placed on a stained 
glass Legacy Giving Wall at PBTF headquarters 
in Asheville, N.C. In addition, each member will 
receive a commemorative etched crystal award, 
a certi® cate of appreciation from PBTF President 
Dianne Traynor, and recognition in our national 
newsletter.
 Donations of stock, real estate, life insurance 
and other assets in any amount are also gratefully 
accepted. By naming the PBTF as a bene® ciary in 
your will, life insurance policy or retirement plan, you are ensuring that children suffering from the most 
devastating of all cancers will have at least a ® ghting chance to live a normal and healthy life. 
 For additional information about legacy giving and membership in the Greatest Return Society, please 
contact Sean Riley or Brian Traynor at 800-253-6530.

PBTF board members (from left) Wayne Toyota, Bob 
Henig, President Dianne Traynor, Glenn Wilcox, and Neil 
Bookman in front of the new Legacy Giving Wall.



The Caring Hand12

 Eleven ªstarsº took the stage for the Celebration of 
Life program, and among them were four recipients 
of PBTF college scholarships. ªYour efforts have 
saved my little girl's life,º said Carly of her young 
daughter. 
 Special guests included Dr. Jason Fangusaro of 
Children's Memorial Hospital, Jerry Agar from WGN 
radio, and Allstate representative Steve Lam, who 
presented a $10,000 donation.

Minnesota marks 17 years
Also on July 19, the 17th annual Minnesota Ride for 
Kids! in White Bear Lake brought together over 250 
motorcyclists, volunteers, fundraisers, and families 
of kids with brain tumors to celebrate life, hope and 
raise $61,990. 
 The riders toured scenic Washington County 
before returning to East Century College to honor the 
achievements of seven local brain tumor survivors, 
including PBTF college scholarship recipients Jake 
and Lauren. 

 The crowd also heard 
from 24-year-old Chris, 
who shared his touching 
story about living with a 
brain tumor since age 5. 
 Dr. Joe Neglia, 
professor of pediatrics at 
University of Minnesota 
Children's Hospital, 
discussed research 
funding and encouraged 
the riders to think even 
bigger next year.

Utica tops $100,000 in donations
The 12th Utica Ride for Kids! on July 19 was 
another banner day for childhood brain tumor 
research and family support, as 550 participants 
raised $101,468 for the PBTF. 
 The police-escorted ride wound through the 
gorgeous Adirondack foothills before reaching the 
Old Forge Pavilion in 
the Town of Webb. 
 At the Celebration 
of Life program, 
eight local brain 
tumor survivors were 
honored, including 
Savannah, 7, and 
Hunter, 11, who 
raised over $2,000 
for the cause. 
 ªI'll be back with 
much more next 
year,º Hunter pledged.

Big hearts in Indiana
Blue skies and sunshine greeted the crowd of 450 
gathered at Pinhook Park on July 11 for the seventh 
annual Ride for Kids! in South Bend, Ind., which 
raised $91,682. 
 Following their police-escorted tour of the 
countryside, the group gathered for a rousing 
Celebration of Life program to honor 11 brain tumor 
survivors, including 5-year-old Carrie and 11-year-old 
Lucas. 
 PBTF college scholarship recipient Juliana said, 
ªPeople think I'm different, and I am, thanks to the 
battle I intend to win.º 
 Dr. Tim Grif® n, medical director of oncology at 
Memorial Hospital in South Bend, told the crowd 
how researchers use the funds raised to search for 
a cure.

Chi-Town riders get big results
The nation's largest Ride for Kids! event took place 
for the 21st time on July 19 in Chicagoland, where 
more than 1,500 motorcyclists and supporters raised 
$309,889 for the PBTF. 
 Elgin Community College hosted the event, and 
the police-escorted ride made its way through the 
Chicago area's rural northwest.

Minnesota survivor 
Lauren shows off her star 
power on stage.

Star Cassandra (left) and her 
riding buddy give the Utica 
event a thumbs-up.

Little Teagan takes the mic from Dr. Jason Fangusaro 
during the Chicagoland program.

2009 RFK reports

Ride for Kids! stars proudly display the total raised in 
South Bend.
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HVR turns in over $100,000
Rain didn't dampen the spirits of the 175 supporters 
who brought $101,298 in donations for the 17th 
annual Hudson Valley Ride for Kids! on Aug. 2. 
 Motorcyclists 
left Central Valley 
Elementary 
School and rode 
through the 
Catskill foothills.  
They returned 
for a moving 
Celebration of 
Life program 
that honored 12 
local brain tumor 
survivors. 
 Danny Lam 
rode in memory 
of his daughter Devon, who succumbed to her brain 
tumor last year. ªThank you all for raising not only 
funds, but awareness of this terrible disease that 
took my daughter,º he said. ªWe don't have a choice 
about being on this Earth, but we do have a choice 
about what we do, and you guys are making a real 
difference.º

Wisconsin posts big increase
Also on 
Sunday, Aug. 2, 
425 supporters 
brought 
$147,306 
to the sixth 
annual Ride for 
Kids! event in 
Wisconsin. 
 The riders 
and their 
police escort 
departed 
Fireman's Park 
in Middleton 
on a tour of the 
rolling farmland 
of southern 
Wisconsin, and returned for the Celebration of Life 
program to honor 12 ªstars,º including four PBTF 
college scholarship recipients. 
 ªThis is a hard ® ght and to know that all of you 
are behind us is so comforting,º said Jolene, mother 
of 9-year-old McKenna. ª'Stable' is good, but `gone' 
would be better.º 
 The riders also heard from Dr. Wade Mueller, 
a professor in the department of neurosurgery at 
Medical College of Wisconsin.

Marysville stands up for kids
More than 200 riders, fundraisers and patient-
families gathered at Honda of America 
Manufacturing for the 18th annual Marysville Ride for 
Kids! on Saturday, July 25. 
 The event brought $65,359 in donations, and 
honored nine local brain tumor survivors, from 
8-year-old J.J. to PBTF scholarship recipient Caitlin. 
 The scenic ride passed through four covered 
bridges on its tour of the Union County countryside 
before returning for the Celebration of Life program. 
 Terri, mother of 
10-year-old Jenna, 
fought back tears 
as she expressed 
her appreciation: 
ªThanks to 
everyone here for 
your faithfulness 
and dedication to 
support the work of 
the Pediatric Brain 
Tumor Foundation. 
When your child 
is diagnosed, you 
feel helpless. You all 
make a difference.º

Kansas City keeps up the pace 
One day later, on July 26, over 250 participants 
attended the sixth annual Kansas City Ride for 
Kids!, raising $46,968 for the PBTF. 
 The riders and their police escorts left Johnson 
Community College in Overland Park and enjoyed 
a sunny ride through Heritage Park and past Lake 
Olathe. 
 Back at the college for the Celebration of Life 
program, the riders heard from 10 local brain tumor 

survivors, including 
8-year-olds Carter 
and Noah and PBTF 
college scholarship 
recipients Alicia and 
Jennifer. 
     Dr. Richard 
Shore, assistant 
professor of 
pediatrics at 
Children's Mercy 
Hospital, said, 
ªIt takes a very 
long time to ® nd 
the answers in 
research¼ What 
you are doing is so 
very important to 
these families.º

Erin is thrilled to be riding in 
the Marysville event.

Benjamin rides pillion in
Kansas City.

Kayla's grin says it all in
Hudson Valley.

(more on next page)

Brain tumor survivor McKenna and 
her dad, Scott, at the Wisconsin ride.
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able to do it,º said Ryen, who has been attending the 
ride since he was 3 months old. 
 Dr. Nicole Ullrich, a neuro-oncologist at Children's 
Hospital in Boston, spoke on behalf of the medical 
community.

Utah rides for ® ve 
Motorcyclists showed their support for kids with 
brain tumors at the ® fth annual Utah Ride for Kids! 
with $45,100 in donations. Over 200 riders turned 
out for the Saturday, Aug. 22, event at This Is The 
Place Heritage Park in Salt Lake City.

 They were joined by seven local brain tumor 
survivors on a sunny ride through Emigration 
Canyon. ªStarsº like 8-year-olds Jimmy and David, 
along with PBTF college scholarship recipients 
Lindsey and Holli, inspired the riders at the 
Celebration of Life program. 
 Dr. Soumen Khatua, a pediatric neuro-oncologist 
at Primary Children's Hospital in Salt Lake City, 
reminded everyone that their dollars fund research 
that is saving kids' lives.

Michigan 
closes in on 
$56,000 
Ann Arbor, Mich., 
hosted its 18th 
Ride for Kids! on 
Sunday, Aug. 23. 
The combined road 
ride and dual-sport 
event attracted 250 
participants and 
raised $55,866. 
 The post-ride 

Pittsburgh boosts research 
Generous motorcyclists brought $44,070 in 
donations to the ninth annual Pittsburgh Ride for 
Kids! on Aug. 9. 
 It was warm and overcast as the police-escorted 
ride traveled on winding hillside roads on the way to 
Slippery Rock University for the Celebration of Life 
program. 
 Seven local brain tumor survivors were on stage, 
cheered by over 260 fundraisers and supporters. 
The ªstarsº included Blaze, a 3-year-old who sang his 
ABCs, and Eliot, who turned 9 that day. 
 Alyssa, 18, expressed gratitude for the college 
scholarship she received this year. ªI would not be 
able to go to school without it, so thank all of you for 
your donations.º

New England tops $44,000
More than 225 participants raised $44,213 at the 
12th annual New England Ride for Kids! on Aug. 
16 in North Oxford, Mass.  
 Four local brain tumor survivors enjoyed the 
scenic, police-escorted ride through the Berkshire 
foothills. During the Celebration of Life program after 
the ride, PBTF college scholarship recipient Gary was 
joined on stage by Caitlyn, 19, Kelly, 14, and Ryen, 9. 
 ªI got to walk across the stage today, and I have 
been practicing with my dad since February to be 

Gary disembarks after a great Pittsburgh ride. Utah survivor David (right) tells ride manager Jerry 
Harvey about himself.

Caitlyn (left) and her escort smile in North Oxford. Kevin is a Michigan star.



15The Caring Hand

Celebration of Life honored 10 brain tumor survivors 
from the local community, including 3-year-old 
Andrew and PBTF college scholarship recipients Ruth 
and Matthew. 
 Andrew's mother, Michelle, spoke movingly about 
her family's brain tumor journey. ªYou are giving us 
the hope and support we need to put one more 
foot forward one more time. To count each day as 
a blessing, so as to live, to have fun, to be with our 
children one more day. Because of you, I have had 
these days with my child.º

Riders 
celebrate 
survivors in 
Asheville
The 16th annual 
Asheville Ride 
for Kids! raised 
$115,822 on Aug. 
30. Over 600 
participated in the 
event, which featured 
a police-escorted 
ride along the Blue 
Ridge Parkway and 
a Celebration of 
Life program that 
honored 11 ªstars.º 

 Among them were 21-month-old Elijah, 9-year-
old Hannah, and three PBTF college scholarship 
recipients: Julia, Matthew and Seth. 
 ªYour contributions are making a difference all 
over the world to help us ® nd safer treatments 
for these kids,º said Dr. Gerald Grant, a pediatric 
neurosurgeon at Duke University Children's Hospital. 
 Miss Teen North Carolina International, Christina 
Roach, spoke movingly about how her sister's death 
from a brain tumor has motivated her to raise 
awareness about the disease.

Barber hosts winners in B'ham 
Light rain didn't dampen the spirits of the 320 
participants at the eighth annual Birmingham Ride 
for Kids! on Sept 13, who turned over $90,060 in 
donations to the PBTF. 
 The motorcyclists rode a police-escorted loop 
from Barber Motorsports Park in Leeds along 
tree-lined country roadsÐplus two laps around the 
speedway. 
 The Celebration of Life program featured brain 
tumor survivors Matt, Bayleigh, Karissa and Molly. 
Bayleigh's dad, Johnnie, said, ªWithout your help 
there would be no new techniques and treatments 
available to help save children like mine.º 
 Dr. G. Yancey Gillespie, professor of neurosurgery 
and director of brain tumor research at the 

University of Alabama-Birmingham, also offered 
encouragement and support.

Puget Sound sends its support
Over 370 supporters raised $90,514 at the 17th 
annual Puget Sound Ride for Kids! on Sept. 13. 
 The motorcyclists wound their way through 
the beautiful countryside surrounding Carnation, 
Wash., before returning to Remlinger Farms for the 
Celebration of Life, where the crowd cheered the 
accomplishments of 12 local brain tumor survivors. 
 The ªstarsº included 8-year-olds Claire and Zander, 
and PBTF scholarship recipient Kathryn. ªWhat I love 
about the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation is that 
they really put an emphasis on early diagnosis,º said 
Christina, the mom of 12-year-old Nick. 

Sarah shares a hug with her 
surgeon, Dr. Gerald Grant of 
Duke.

Birmingham's stars are all smiles after the ride.

Ride manager Robert Trigueros (left) interviews Puget 
Sound star Skyler.

(more on next page)
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 Dr. Bill Thomas of Mary Bridge Children's Health  
Center told the riders that the funds raised make 
a huge difference for research into this devastating 
disease. 

St. Louis shows the spirit
More than 225 riders and supporters turned in 
$81,194 in donations at St. Charles Community 
College in Cottleville, Mo., Sept. 20, at the eighth 
annual St. Louis Ride for Kids!, a 16 percent 
increase over 2008.
 Following the 
police-escorted loop 
ride, the Celebration 
of Life program 
featured the stories 
of 10 local brain 
tumor survivors, 
including 7-year-
olds Challia and 
Isabelle. 
 Said Challia's 
mom, Shauna, 
ªBoo-boos are 
meant for moms to 
heal, but I can't heal this one. We need your help.º 
 Dr. Joshua Rubin, a pediatric oncologist from 
Washington University School of Medicine, told the 
crowd that their efforts are vital to research.

Philly shows brotherly love
Sept. 20 was also the day of the ® fth annual 
Philadelphia Ride for Kids!, which attracted over 
500 participants and $121,725 in donations. 
    The riders gathered at the IMAX theater at King 

of Prussia Mall 
before following 
a police escort 
on a scenic route 
to Longwood 
Gardens in 
Kennett Square. 
    At the 
Celebration of 
Life, 12 local 
brain tumor 
survivors were 
honored, 
including Althea 
and Angelina, 
both 6, as well 

as PBTF college scholarship recipients Annie, Jason 
and Laura. 
 ªThe amount you give goes far, and you give 
[more than] money,º said Emily, a 12-year-old 
survivor. 

 Joining the children on stage was Dr. Leslie Sutton, 
chief of neuro-oncology at Philadelphia Children's 
Hospital, who also rode in the event.

Baltimore/Washington riders 
bring $196,000

Over 400 motorcyclists and supporters raised 
$196,468 for medical research and family support 
programs at the 18th annual Baltimore/Washington 
Ride for Kids! on Sept. 27. 
    The riders and their police escort twisted through 
the Maryland countryside before stopping at the Jack 
& Jill Ice Cream Distribution Center in Columbia for 
the Celebration of Life program. 
 Eleven local brain tumor survivors were on stage, 
including 15-year-old Maggie, who held bake sales 
to raise $800 for the PBTF. 
 The ªstarsº were joined by Dr. Greg Riggins, leader 
of the Brain Cancer Biology and Therapy Research 
Laboratory at Johns Hopkins, and Dr. Roger Packer, 
director of the Brain Tumor Institute at Children's 
National Medical Center and PBTF Scienti® c Advisory 
Board member.

Big dollars from DFW 
The Ride for Kids! event on Oct. 4 celebrated its 
seventh anniversary by raising $115,024 in Dallas/
Fort Worth. 
 Drizzly, 
brisk weather 
greeted the 150 
participants at 
Grapevine Mills 
Mall. The police-
escorted ride 
looped around 
picturesque 
north Texas, 
passing horse 
farms and 
pastureland 
along the way. 

Challia is one of the shining 
stars of the St. Louis event.

Survivor Danielle (left) and her 
family at the Philadelphia event.

Ride manager Carlos Maristany talks with Zachary (right) 
during the Celebration of Life.

Brain tumor survivor Cassie shows 
her toy motorcycle to ride manager 
Jerry Harvey.
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 The Celebration of Life program honored seven 
ªstars,º including 3-year-old Josephine, and Rachel, 
now 26. ªTen years ago I had a tumor the size of an 
orange,º said Rachel. ªNow it is the size of a dime¼ 
thanks to you we have options that make me feel 
like going on.º 
 The group also heard from Dr. Jeffrey C. Murray, a 
neuro-oncologist at Cook Children's Medical Center.

Wind no match for 
hardy Nevadans
Despite ferocious winds that 
knocked over event tents 
and caused power outages, 
over 425 motorcyclists and 
supporters came out for the 
® fth annual Las Vegas Ride 
for Kids! on Oct. 4, which 
raised $55,909. 
 The event left from Las 
Vegas Motor Speedway 
and traveled through Red 
Rock Canyon en route to the 
Celebration of Life program 
in Blue Diamond. 
 The participants heard from eight local brain 
tumor survivors, including 2-year-old Grady and 
Devin, a PBTF college scholarship recipient. 
 Pediatric oncologist Dr. Jonathan Bernstein of 
Sunrise Hospital thanked the fundraisers for their 
support: ªWithout your generosity these research 
grants would not be available and a lot of the new 
treatments would not have been developed.º 

NoCal riders double up 
This year the Sacramento and San Francisco 
events combined to create the 17th Northern 
California Ride for Kids!, held on Oct. 4. The 450 
motorcyclists and supporters that gathered at Solano 
Community 
College in 
Fair® eld 
raised a total 
of $120,273. 
 Following 
a relaxing 
tour of the 
region's 
famous wine 
country, 
the riders 
returned 
for the 
Celebration 
of Life 
program 

to recognize 12 local brain tumor survivors. The 
youngest, Reiana and Liliyana, were only 4 years old. 
 ªRight now Elias has a tumor,º said his dad, Ulises. 
ªHe is a young, innocent child. We are thankful for 
your support.º 
 Dr. Michael Edwards, a pediatric neurosurgeon 
at Lucile Packard Children's Hospital at Stanford 
University, also thanked the motorcyclists.

Phoenix rides for hope
More than 325 motorcyclists and supporters raised 
$56,913 at the 13th annual Phoenix Ride for Kids! 
in Mesa on Oct. 11. 
 The gorgeous day in the desert treated riders to a 
spectacular tour of red rock formations and Saguaro 
Lake.
 Five local 
brain tumor 
patients Ð 
Megan, Leslie, 
Rachel, Frankie 
and Rosalena 
Ð accompanied 
the ride and 
participated in 
the Celebration 
of Life program 
afterward. 
 Eleven-year-old Frankie's mom, Melissa, said: 
ªBecause of the research funded by the monies you 
bring in, Frankie's survival rate has increased to 85 
percent.º 
 Dr. Michael Etzl of Phoenix Children's Hospital 
added, ªWe have not gone from cause to cure yet, but 
all the donations you bring in are getting us closer.º

Knoxville's ninth rallies crowd 
Back east on the same day, Oct. 18, 125 riders 
enjoyed clear, crisp fall weather at the ninth annual 
Knoxville Ride for Kids!, which raised $33,713. 

Las Vegas survivor 
Hannah expresses 
herself during the 
Celebration of Life.

Brain tumor survivor Malcolm 
shares a joke with Kyle Clack in 
Fair® eld.

Rosalena and her mom at the 
patient family tent in Mesa.

Knoxville's stars bundle up on a chilly day at Norris Dam.

(more on next page)
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 The riders began their day at Chilhowee Park, 
and then followed a police escort over eastern 
Tennessee's winding roads to beautiful Norris Dam. 
 Seven local brain tumor survivors told their 
inspiring stories of hope at the Celebration of Life 
program, including Hannah, 9, and Jimmy, 17. 
 Dr. Raymond Pais, an oncologist from East 
Tennessee Children's Hospital, also spoke to group 
about critical need for funding for childhood brain 
tumor research.

Warm hearts for kids in San Diego 
Motorcyclists 
in San Diego 
brought 
$64,493 to 
the ® fth annual 
Ride for Kids! 
in southern-
most California 
on Oct. 18. 
 The 
morning's light 
mist did not 
discourage the 
255 participants 
who gathered at Mira Costa College to honor the 
day's ªstarsºÐeight local brain tumor patients. Several 
of them accompanied the riders as they wound their 
way along the southern California coastline, which 
turned sunny and warm.
 At the Celebration of Life, PBTF scholarship 
recipient Amanda, who recently graduated summa 
cum laude from UCLA, thanked the riders for helping 
her attend college. 
 Participants also heard about the latest 
developments from pediatric neurosurgeon Dr. Michael 
Levy and pediatric neurologist Dr. John Crawford.

Louisianans show their love  
Over 165 participants gathered in Lafayette on Oct. 
25 for the seventh annual Louisiana Ride for Kids!, 
raising $48,616.  

  A gorgeous 
fall morning 
greeted the 
ride as it 
wound around 
the bayous 
of Carencro, 
Opelousas, 
St. Landry 
and St. Martin 
parishes. The 
stars of the 
day at the 
Celebration 

of Life ceremony were Lily, Brook, and PBTF 
scholarships recipients Darla and Audrey. 
 ªI pray every day that you all keep doing what you 
do,º Darla said. ªThings don't stop after the surgery. 
If it wasn't for you all there wouldn't be anyone to 
support us.º 
 Exhorting the riders was Dr. Ammar Morad, a 
pediatric oncologist at the Kids Specialty Center of 
Women's and Children Hospital in Lafayette.

Gulf Coasters carry the day 
The Ride for Kids! season concluded on a high 
note with an event in Sarasota, Fla. on Nov. 1 that 
attracted 350 supporters and raised $53,087. 
 The riders traveled through Myakka State Park 
before returning to Sarasota County Technical 
Institute for the Celebration of Life program. 
 Eight local brain tumor survivors, including 9-year-
old Chiara and PBTF college scholarship recipient 
Corey, were on hand. 
 William spoke movingly of his 3-year-old son 
Adrian's illness. ªIt is a miracle what these children 
have gone through with the help of you and other 
complete strangers,º he said. 
 Dr. Stacie Stapelton, director of pediatric neuro-
oncology at All Children's Hospital in St. Petersburg, 
told the riders that every dollar raised make a 
difference.

Brain tumor survivor Leo and his 
sister Erin try out helmets in San 
Diego.

Lily shines at the Louisiana ride.

Sarasota's stars relax after an exciting day.
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ªThank you so much for every day, every hour, 
every moment of your time that you dedicate to 
Ride for Kids. You truly are heroes and I thank you 
for saving my life.º

 ªI look forward to this trip every summer, and 
can't wait to sit in a sidecar and enjoy the ride and 
appreciate all who come out. All of you are the 
ones who make it possible. Thanks for all of your 
donations and kindnesses.º

 ªI have learned that motorcyclists like yourself 
and your friends have hearts of gold under those 
leather jackets.º

 Beautiful and heartwarming words such as 
these await every Ride for Kids! participant in 
the form of lovingly crafted thank-you notes from 
brain tumor patients and their families that are 
tucked neatly inside the sack lunches given to each 
motorcyclist at the Celebration of Life ceremony.
 ªThe PBTF started the lunch note program in 
the 1990s to give patient families the opportunity 
to express their gratitude to the motorcyclists,º 
explains PBTF Family Support Research and 
Advocacy Program Coordinator Shelley Pressley.  
ªThese notes are a favorite of all Ride for Kids! 
supporters.º 
 Patients and their families who wish to participate 
in the lunch notes program are welcome and 
encouraged to do so. Notes can be sent directly to 
the PBTF, or, for more information, please contact 
Shelley Pressley at spressley@pbtfus.org .

Giving thanks to 
those who care
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Minnesota
Utica, NY

Marysville, OH

Kansas City, KS

Hudson Valley, NY
Wisconsin

Pittsburgh, PA

Utah

New England

Asheville, NC
Michigan

Birmingham, AL
Indianapolis, IN
Puget Sound, WA

Philadelphia, PA
St. Louis, MO

Baltimore/Washington, DC

Dallas/Fort Worth, TX
Las Vegas, NV
Northern California

Knoxville, TN 
Phoenix, AZ
San Diego, CA

Louisiana

Tampa Bay Area, FL

2010 Ride for Kids !

Ride for Kids!  is more than a motorcycle rideÐ
it's also a family support program. It gives children 
and their families a chance to forget about brain 
tumors for a few hours and just have fun. 

Patient family members are welcome to 
participate in the ride as a passenger, and to tell 
the world about your family's experiences during 
the uplifting Celebration of Life program. For 
more information, please call 800-253-6530 or 
e-mail familysupport@pbtfus.org .

Our ride schedule for 2010 is below. Event 
details are available at rideforkids.org .
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